Appendix G Farmland Conversion Impact Rating







-STEPS IN THE PROCESSING THE FARMLAND AND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM

Step 1 — Federal agencies involved in proposed 'projécts that may convert farmland, as defined in the Farmland Protection
Policy Act (FPPA) to nonagricultural uses, will initially complete Parts I and III of the form.

Step 2 — Originator will send copies A, B and C together with maps indicating locations of site(s), to the Soil Conservation
Service (SCS) local field office and retain copy D for their files. (Note: SCS has a field office in most counties in the U.S. The
field office is usually located in the county seat. A list of field office locations are available from the SCS State Conservationist
in each state).

Step 3 — SCS will, within 45 calendar days after receipt of form, make a determination as to whether the site(s) of the pro-
posed project contains prime, unique, statewide or local important farmland. , . - C . el

Step 4 — In cases where farmland covered by the FPPA will be converted by the proposed project, SCS field offices will com-
plete Parts II, IV and V of the form. o " - )

Step 5 — SCS will return copy A and B of the form to the Federal agency hi?ol%red in thé' project. (Cbpif C will be retained fc;r
SCS records).

Step 6 — The Federal agency involved in the proposed project will complete"I"afts VI and VI -of the form. .
Step 7 — The Federal agency involved in the proposed project wﬂl make a d_‘éterm'mation asf_‘to whether t};1_'e proposed conver-

sion is consistent with the FPPA and the agency’s internal policies__.'

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING FORM -

Part I: In completing the “County And State” quesfidns list all 't;he local _goVe’irnments that are respongj-ble‘
for local land controls where site(s) are to be evaluated. ° : - - -
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Part III: In completing item B (Total Acres To Be Converted Indireétly), include the followirfg:

1. Acres not being directly converted but that would no longer be capable of being farmed after the conver-
sion, because the conversion would restrict access to them. B : ' :
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2. Acres planned to receive services from an infrastructure project‘_-;;;ls indicat,g,d in the projgc_t_ justiﬁca@ph_‘

(e.g. highways, utilities) that will cause a direct conversion. MO rtmotd - Ot etold (32
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Part VI: Do not complete Part VI if a local site assessment is used; >y Sise Dias &

Assign the maximum points for each site assessment criterion as shown in §658.5(b) of CFR. In cases of .
corridor-type projects such as transportation, powerline and flood control, criteria #5 anﬁf#G will not apply
and' will be weighed zero, however, criterion #8 will be weighed a maximum "of 25 points, and criterion
#11 a maximum of 25 points. B LA et e 6
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Individual. Federal agencies at the nationaf. level; may assign relative weights amohg.the; 12 site assessment:

criteria Gther than those shown in the,FPPA"Tulé.iIn all cases where other weights are‘assigned, relative adjust-
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In rating alternative sites, Federal agencies shall consider each of the criteri"a_‘.}%nigi:;assign p.g_‘_i_q;s within the
limits established in the FPPA rule. Sites most suitable for protection under these criteria will receive the
highest total scores, and sites least suitable, the lowest scores. . b T e

Part"VII: In computing the “Total Site“Assessment Points”, where a State-or-1ocal site assessment is used
and the total maximum number, of points is other than 160,adjust the site assessment points to.abase of 160.
Example: if the Site Assessment maximum is 200 points; and al’gernat_ive Site, ““A” is rated 180 points:

Total points assigned Site A = 180 x 160 = 144 points for Site “A.”
Maximum points possible 200






