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Jones & Stokes

September 26, 2005

Ms. Leigh Coop, Director of Facilities
Vacaville Unified School District

751 School Street

Vacaville, CA 95688-6908

Subject:  Jepson Parkway Section 4(f) Evaluation
Dear Ms. Coop,

On behalf of the Solano Transportation Authority, I am writing to you to request concurrence
with the findings of the Jepson Parkway Section 4(f) evaluation. Section 4(f) of the Department
of Transpertation Act of 1966 (49 U.S. Government Code 303) declares that “[i]t is the policy of
the United State Government that special effort should be made to preserve the natural beauty of
the countryside and public park and recreation lands, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and historic
sites.” Section 4(f) requires that the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), as the federal
funding agency under the U.S. Department of Transportation and lead agency under the National
Environmental Policy Act, make a finding that feasible and prudent avoidance alternatives do not
exist. It also requires that mitigation measures be identified that minimize harm to affected park
and recreational facilities. FHW A requires that written concurrences be obtained from the
agencies with jurisdiction over the affected 4(f) resources regarding the findings of the 4(f)
evaluation.

The Section 4(f) evaluation for Jepson Parkway addresses one school-related recreation facility
under the jurisdiction of the Vacaville Unified School District, the outdoor track/soccer field
located at Will C. Wood High School. This facility would be affected by Alternative E, but
would be unaffected by Alternatives B, C, and D. Within the City of Vacaville, Aiternative E
entails widening of Peabody Road from Elmira Road south to the City limit line. Alternatives B,
C, and D entail widening Leisure Town Road, rather than Peabody Road, within the City of
Vacaville.

The potential use of this Section 4(f) resource that would occur with implementation of the
Jepson Parkway is described below, together with a discussion of proposed mitigation measures.

Use of Section 4(f) Resource at Will C, Wood High School

Alternative E would require permanent use of a section of the northeast corner of the outdoor
track at Will C. Wood High School. The high school property has a frontage of approximately
316.99 meters (1,040 feet) along Peabody Road; the right-of-way for Alternative E would extend
into the property approximately 15.24 meters (50 feet) along this frontage. The amount of land
that would need to be acquired is estimated to be approximately 0.48 hectare (1.2 acres). This
would adversely impact the outdoor track/soccer field. The track/soccer field could not be
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reconfigured on the property without making them smaller, and such a reduction would not meet
the needs of the school district’s physical education and athletic program.

Mitigation Measure

There is no vacant site located immediately adjacent to the existing track/soccer field where the
track and soccer field could be relocated, if Alternative E is selected, as all adjacent properties
have been developed. Relocation of the track/soccer field onto a site that is located across an
existing street from the school is not considered acceptable by the school district since it would
pose a safety hazard for students and the public to cross a street in order to reach these facilities
from the school site.

_ Selection of Alternatives A (No-Action Alternative), B, C, or D would avoid the adverse impacts
to the existing track/soccer field at Will C. Wood High School.

Please iﬁdicaté your concurrence with the above-described findings for impacts to Will C. Wood
High School by signing below and returning this letter to me,
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Leigh Coop, Director Facilities, Vacaville Unified School District

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please call me at 916-752-0946 if you have
questions.

Sincerely,
Debbie Loh
Senior Environmental Planner

ce: Dan Christiansen, Solano Transportation Authority
Bob Grandy, Fehr & Peers
Vicki Axiag, Jones & Stokes





