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Table 3.15-8 
Invasive Plant Species Potentially Located in Study Area 

Invasive Plant Species CDFA Rating Cal-IPC Rating 

Giant reed – A-1 

Bellardia – B 

Black mustard – B 

Italian thistle C B 

Yellow star-thistle C A-1 

Bull thistle – B 

Field bindweed C – 

Bermuda grass C – 

Blue gum – A-1 

Fig – A-2 

Sweet fennel – A-1 

Perennial peppergrass B A-1 

Poverty weed C A-1 

Hyssop loosestrife – – 

Harding grass – B 

Himalayan blackberry – A-1 

Medusa-head C A-1 
Notes:  
The CDFA and Cal-IPC lists assign ratings to each of the species on the lists. These ratings reflect 
CDFA and Cal-IPC views of the Statewide importance of the pest, likelihood that eradication or control 
efforts would be successful, and present distribution of the pest in the State. These ratings are 
guidelines that indicate the most appropriate action to take against a pest under general circumstances. 
The Solano County Agricultural Commissioner does not currently have a list of invasive species on 
which action would be taken (Singh 2004). 
 
The CDFA categories indicated above are defined as follows: 
• B  =  eradication, containment, control, or other holding action at the discretion of the 

commissioner. 
• C  =  State-endorsed holding action and eradication only when found in a nursery; action to retard 

spread outside of nurseries at the discretion of the commissioner; reject only when found in a 
cropseed for planting or at the discretion of the commissioner. 

 
The Cal-IPC categories indicated above are defined as follows: 
• A-1  =  widespread pest plants that are aggressive and displace native plants and natural habitats. 
• A-2  =  regional pest plants that are aggressive and displace native plants and natural habitats. 
• B  =  invasive pest plants that spread less rapidly and cause a lesser degree of habitat disruption; 

may be widespread or regional. 
–  =  nonrated. 
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Alternative B. Invasive weed species in the study area are present along roadsides, which are routinely 
disturbed by shoulder maintenance and vegetation management activities. Alternative B would create 
additional disturbed area for a temporary period, but it would not substantially increase the area along 
existing roads subject to repeated disturbance because the new road shoulders would replace existing 
road shoulders. However, the Walters Road Extension between Cement Hill Road and Huntington 
Drive will pass through currently undeveloped grassland/pasture. Therefore, Alternative B is 
anticipated to increase or decrease the area currently occupied by invasive weeds or the potential for 
spreading invasive weed species. Mitigation Measures BR-27 and BR-28 have been identified to reduce 
this impact.  

Alternatives C and D.  As described for Alternative B, invasive weed species in the study area are 
present along roadsides, which are routinely disturbed by shoulder maintenance and vegetation 
management activities. Alternatives C and D would create additional disturbed area for a temporary 
period, but they would not substantially increase the area subject to repeated disturbance because the 
new road shoulders would replace existing road shoulders. Therefore, Alternatives C and D are not 
anticipated to increase or decrease the area currently occupied by invasive weeds or the potential for 
spreading invasive weed species. Mitigation Measures BR-27 and BR-28 have been identified to further 
reduce this impact. 

Alternative E. This alternative has the potential to spread giant reed, an invasive weed that occurs 
along Old Alamo Creek at Peabody Road. Construction activities could break off plant fragments and 
transport seeds, allowing the plant to spread to currently uninfested riparian areas. This would be an 
adverse effect. Mitigation Measures BR-27 and BR-28 have been identified for this impact. 

Impact BR-30: Would the Alternatives Result in the Cumulative Spread of Invasive 
Species? 

Cumulative impacts related to the potential spread of invasive weed species could result from construction 
of other general development projects in Solano County. Under the No Build Alternative, the project 
would not be constructed; therefore, the project would not contribute to cumulative impacts. Construction 
of Alternative B would cause disturbance in a currently undeveloped area and thus encourage invasive 
weed species along the Walters Road Extension area. Construction of the remaining build alternatives 
would not add to the cumulative spread of invasive species as construction will only occur along currently 
disturbed areas. However, with implementation of the mitigation measures prescribed for minimizing 
impacts and compensating for remaining impacts, the proposed action would not be anticipated to have a 
cumulatively considerable contribution to effects on the spread of invasive weed species. 

3.15.6.3 Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

Mitigation Measure BR-27: Educate Construction Crews on Invasive Species Control and 
Prevention, and Monitor Compliance. Consistent with the Draft MSHCP, STA or the appropriate 
local agency will avoid introducing or spreading invasive weeds into previously uninfested areas by 
ensuring that the biological resources education program for construction crews includes education on 
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weed identification and the importance of controlling and preventing the spread of invasive weeds. 
Small, isolated infestations will be treated with CDFG-approved eradication methods at an appropriate 
time to prevent or destroy viable plant parts or seeds. All equipment will be washed before entering the 
study area. Equipment will be washed off site at a paved facility, located away from environmentally 
sensitive areas. The resource monitors will routinely inspect construction activities to verify that 
construction equipment is being washed. STA or the appropriate local agency will ensure that the 
contractor will implement measures set forth in the SWPPP to revegetate and restore disturbed areas 
immediately after construction is complete.  

Mitigation Measure BR-28: Implement Revegetation and Restoration Measures Required in the 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan. Once construction is complete, STA or the appropriate local 
agency will require the contractor to implement the measure set forth in the SWPPP to revegetate and 
restore disturbed areas immediately after construction. The revegetation portion of the SWPPP will 
require the use of certified weed-free native and non-native mixes. The SWPPP will also specify that 
all disturbed areas will be weeded and reseeded in subsequent years if determined necessary. 




